umb. 26, 
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Queft. 1. Hether a Salamander is 4- 
ble to live in the Fire? 
Anfw. Pierits in his Hie- 


roglyphicks, fays, Whereas ‘tis commonly faid, 
that & Salamander extinguifheth Fire, we have 
found by expertence, that itis jo far from quench- 
ing Hot Coals, that it dicth immedtately therein. 
Naturalifts have obferved, that Newts or 
Water-Lyzards (efpecially if their Skins be 
pricked,) as alfo Frogs, Snails and fuch Crea- 
tures, &c. will endure the fiame for a longer 
time than others will, by reafon. of an ex- 
traordinary Coldnefs which diffipates and {catters 
the flame for a little time; fo there are feveral 

Laguents made by art to preferve from the 
power oj sire for fome time, an! whereby a Man 
may handle or tread upon hot Iron, but not 
to “continue fo long without renewing their 
Unguent, Zhe Royal Society meniion an Expe- 
rimen: of a Salamander put into the fire, and 
tlere came from it a fort of a gelid moilt 
humour, which refiffedthe power of tke fire for 
a little time ; but fay that it wilt always 
refit, or that it is its proper Element to live 
in; is againft all Credible Authority and Ex- 

ericnce, 

Quelt. 2. If there were any men before Adam ? 

Anfw. Vide Numb, 9. Queft. 1. 

Queft. 3. Whether Jeptha really Sacrificed his 
Daugiter or not ? 

Anfw. The Painter ufually defcribes this 
Picture in the pofture of Abraham Sacrificing 
his Son Jfaac, but very improperly, both 
from the Text and other very good reafons ,; 
for ’tis obfervable that fhe went to deplore 
ber virginity with her fellows, not her death : 
And alio that when Septha did unto her ac- 
cording to his Vow, it is immediately added, 
and fhe knewjon Man : Alfo according to Treme- 
lius, Ibant filte Ifraelitarum ad confabulandum cum 
filia Fepthe qua:uor diebus quotannis. -The 
Daughters of J/rael went~to talk with the 
Daughter of Feptha yearly four days in a 
year : From all which places'tis more than 
highly probable, that this Offering was on- 
ly a dedicating her unto the Lord, as is the 
Cuftom now of the Romifh Church in the 
feparation of Nuns, &c. Kefides, at that time 
the Chlation of unclean Beafts, much more 
humane Sacrifices were forbidden by the Law 
of God. Further, whereas the Common Tran- 
flation has Erit Jehove & offerum illud holocau- 
frum, Tremeliusvenders it, Erit,inguam, Fehove 
aut offerum illud bolocauftum, which takes away 
the dificulty, and fairly bids, that whatever 
comes out of my houfe will be either pro- 
per for a Sacrifice, or not; if proper, it 
fhall be a Sacrifice ; if not, as in the Cafe of 
my Daughter, Sebove erit , &c. fhe fhall be 
dedicated to the Lord. 

Queft. 4. Whether if Lawyers {how'd erett an 
Office for an Enfurance of Eftates, # won'd not 
de well ? 


The Athenian Mercury. 


Anfw. The greater Corruption of Law, 
the greater the Intereft and profit of the 
Lawyers. We may expect the Lawyers (/ 
mean the Common fort ) will pufhon a refor- 
mation of Law, when Ufurers grow Charita- 
ble, There is no Convenience-without its In- 
convenience : But if the Parliament fhow’d 
erectiuch an Office of Enfurance , perhaps it 
might not be fo much to the,Detriment of 
ill Men, asfuch Enfurance wow’d be to the 
benefit of both good and bad: It woud 
prevent the rautue of thoufands who mutt abide 
the Expotition of Ambiguous Sentences, where 
Intereft or Prejudice may add or diminifh 
the Truth: the length of Expenfive Law-/uits, 
fuch circumventing Tricks in cealing,that we 
want Pretidents for,and which theLaw can nei- 
the: reach nor remedy,with innumerabie other 
Inconveniencies: But thefe are our one 
private Thouglts, If the Querift expects 
from our focwety Rules or Politicks of State, 
magifferial and decifive ; We beg his pardon, 
and equally defire Correfpondence with him 
and the Lawyers, , 

Queft, 5. Whether the antient Philofophers, 
upon f{uppofiion of living good lives, can be rea- 
Jonably thought to be damned ? 

Anfw. No, there is no refpect of perfons 
with God ; butin every Nation, he that fear- 
eth him and worketh righteoufne/s, is accepted 
of him: There is a natural Religion written 
in every Mans heart, and thofe that are de- 
nied a greater Light thall be judged according 
to thar, Rom, 2,and12,14, 15. Tis true 
indeed, the Apoltle has faid, there is no other 
name given under beaven -whereby we may be 
faved, but by the name of Fefus: But it woud 
be a very narrow, uncharitable interpreta~ 
tion to limit Salvationto the Letter: What 
( if fo ) muft become of the Sons of believing 
parents, who a:e born deaf, and yet by Signs 
and Tokens are brought to a knowledge” of 
their Duty andof fome one that died for ’em ? 
Tis impoffible to make ’em know it was Ye/us, 
and yet not impoflible they may be faved : 
Salvation by Ghrift is Vertual, and not Nominal ; 
we may be faved by believing the fecond Per- 
fon in the Trinity died for us 5 and the Hea- 
thens by believing there was.a God, believed 
in him eflentially, tho’ not perfonally, and fo 
cou’d not mifs the benefie of his redemption any 
more than the Patriarch; and the Prophets 
before his Incarnation, 

Queft, 6. An Hare is an Hundred Yards be» 
fore a Dog, and the Dog runs 2', fafter than 
the, Hare, Query hw many Yards fhall the Dog 
run before he overtakes ber ? 

Anfw. See towards the latter end of 
Wiegere Arithmetick for the manner of 
working this Queftion, 

Quelt. 7. How comes it to pafs, that a Bottle 
being ftope wish a ftrong big Cork, and let down 
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; ea fuch a Number of Fathoms that the 
ek pall fies be drawn and forc'd into the 
? 

— fe. We know this to be matter of 
fact, aid the reafon of it may be fought 
lons enough by thofe that have not comll- 
werd the sternal Power of each Element. 
Firft of all, this fhews how deep the Element 
of Air may mingle with and penetrate into 
that of Water, to hinder Vacuities, and conics 
quently we may make a proportionabie 
eftimate, how far the Element of Air may 
heve fome power in its operation In the Ele- 
ment of Fire above, °*Tis not only the nature 
of animate but inanimate Bodies ( fuch as the 
Elements ) to aét as independently as they 
can; Nature abhors a Vacuum , and the Ele- 
ment of Water, fo many Fathom from Its 
fuperficies, is ftrong enough to act its part 
without being aflifted with another Element. 
The Air in the Bottle defcending fo low, as 
that no more of its Element can come tovits 
affiftance, is affaulted by the innate power of 
the aqueous Element ; wherefore contracting 
its felf in the Bottle to refift that force, a 
Vacuity woud neceflarily follow, which the 
Water ftriving to fupply, burits in the Cork, 
and baniflres the little Rebel Air into its own 
Boundaries again. 

Queft. 8. What was the mark God fet upon 
Cais ? 

Anfw. The Rabbins fay that his Flefth was 
crufted and made invulnerable; and that 
Lamech, when he kill’d him, wounded him in 
the Eye, 1 know a Gentleman, whofe mif- 
fortune it was to kill his Friend in a Dwel (and 
honourably) according to that Notion the 
World now has of Honour ; and though upon 
his Tryal he came off with his 4fe, yet the 
action made fuch an Impreflion upon his 
Spirits, that he carries a wvifible mark of horror 
and difturbance in bis Conntenance to this day; 
and fuch an one, that caufes many thinking 
perfons, that are ftrangers to him, to take a 
ppnonst notice of him, when they meet 

im. One amongft the reft meeting him in 
my company, pull'd me by the Arm to take 
notice of him, and when he was paft by, told 
me, that Gentleman has the Characters 
of Cain legibly written in his Face; I told my 
Friend he had unfortunately kéll’d a Adin ,my 
Friend repled, he did not know it before [ 
told him: I am perfwaded that this was Cains 
Mark, 

Quelt. 9. Whether i's lawful for Parents 
to force their Children to the fame way of Wor 
fhip they themfclves profe/s ? And whether Chil- 
dren ought always to obey them? 

Anfw. Theres undoubtedly a difference in 
Worfhips ; there can be but one bef, and rrxeft ; 
and therefore others muft be comparatively 
falfe and impions, and confequently ic muft 
be a greater fin for a Parent to force a Child 
to a fal/e worfhip, than a rrwe: Howfoever, 
it mult be scknowledged this does not in the 
leaft remove the diffeuley, becaufe fxlife and 
true are equally confident they are in the 
right, and even an Erroneous confcience obliges, 
though not to afe fuch methods as wou'd take 
wo _ 


away all its own excufe, and betides, there's 
till as great difference between a falfe Religion 
and the various Modes of the truey>as. be- 
tween Children in their nonage and when grown 
up to years of Difcreciom, But fuppofing 


“ear in chofe circimftantes, fuppofing the 


Parents of the True Religion, (as one {uch there 
muft be) and fuppoting-a Child inclined to 
a falfe, The Parert cant, we think, be 
granted to have more pomer than the Atm 
giftrate; now the Magifirate’s power , who 
is Custos utrinfque Tabula, the Guardian, or 
Keeper of both Tables, tay reach to the pro- 
hibition of a falfe Religion 5 but in the Fudg- 
ment of the moft and beft Chriftians, not to 
the violent enforcement of the True, a. me- 
thod our Saviour never fed nor approv’d 
( he whipt ill men indeed out of the Temple, 
but never izto’r ) nor is it fuitable to humane 
mature , or likely to produce any effect, but 
making men Hypocrites. On the other fide, 
fuppoling the Parent of a falfe Religion, and 
the Child of the True, ‘tis yet clearer that 
neither has he any power to compel him to ac- 
company him to his own falfe worfhip, nor, 
when the Child is of Ave asd Difcretion 
enough to chwfe for himtelf, to binder him 
from embracing thetrue; nor is the Child at 
all obliged by his Commands, either on one 
fide or the other, fince, if God Commands 
one thing, and the Parent, nay the King ano- 
ther, ‘cis an eafy cafe whether of the two we 
ought to obey, Though in the mean time fuch 
diffent ought to be aceompanied with the 
greateft modesty refpect and duty imaginable 
to the Parent, that it might plainly appear 
‘twas Confcience, not Stubbormne/s or Humour, 
was the true reafon thereof. 

Queft. 11. Whether the Soul of Man knoweth all things 
to come, but is hindered by the dulnefs of Bodily Ore 
gans ? 

Anfw, No: But rather than the Proponent fhould chink 
we are fingular, and have ovr own Abridgments and Li- 
mitations for the Soul , well allow it as great a Preroga- 
tive as the Angels and Fallen Spirits, neither of which 
can properly be {aid to have any Dull, Organous or Bodt- 
ly Obftradion, either in refpect of their knowing or acting. 
Therefore we thall firft confule the Nature of Angels, 
which we hall find in an equal Claffis with che Spirits of 
the juft, Luke 20.36, Amd yer Angels Knowledge is 
fhort, both in re(pe& of the Myflery of Redemption, and 
the prefcience of things coceme; 1 Pet. 1.12. Mat. 24. 
36. From which laft place, we may argue a Majori, that 
if thofe Angels who continue obedient, are defective in 
their Knowledge, then certainly the Faven Spirits are Ig- 
norant of things to come, unle{s fome will prove that 
they found a greater Knowledg by their Fall, than Adam 
did by his, viz, his Guilt and Nakednefs.But to be full,once 
for all,che Propheti/aiah,C.41.v 23.arguing againft pretend- 
ed ye patie Spirits,fays jhew us things to come, and hereby 
we hall know that ye are Gods ; by which place ‘cis eafily 
gathered, that all the Knowledg of Angels and Spirits, is 
either fuch as they have in Commiffions from God Al- 
mighty, or elfe fuch as they gather from Scripture Pro- 
phecies and natural Obfervations of S*cond Caufes, of 
which laft fore is the Devils Knowledg, and his Angels ; 
to Which may be added the Correfpondence that frater- 
nity keep amongit themfelves by /peedy Errands, whereby 
they have. quicker advices than others, and ail withou 
any Sp:rit of Prophecy, or any fuperratural Knowledg fix’ 
in thefe Incorporeal Entities 5 for from the lat? cited Text, 
Engyons ts an Incormmunicable Atrribure of God Almighty, 
and that whereby he particularl, diftinguifles himfelf from 
fuch as would pretend a forebnowledg oy what is not revela- 
ble, either immediately by bimjelf, or the natural Order 


of Caufes and &ffes, which alfo are very ofcen hiu- 
dered. 
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